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TO THE 
WOOLEN MANUFACTURERS. 


I HAVE read the complaints of the Wool Growers, and 

your reſolutions of oppoling their endeavours to ob- 
tain relief in their diſtreſs. The diſpute appears to me 
unnatural ; the Wool Grower and the Woolen Manufac-+ 
turer are ſo nearly related, that their intereſts cannot be 
naturally adverſe to each other; it muſt be the ſelfiſh un- 
generous ſpirit of commerce which firſt made the diviſion, 
and to ſerve ſome private view, ſtill wiſhes to foment the 
diſcord, It is inconſiſtent, that any thing which diſcou- 
rages the Wool Grower, ſhould be neceſſary to the ſup- 
port of the Woolen Manufacture; the connection be- 
tween them is ſo ſtrong, that whatever is injurious to the 
one, cannot be beneficial to the other. 

You have publickly adviſed the occupiers of land to 
keep fewer theep ; a doctrine little expected from Woolen 
Manufacturers; you complain of the quantity and weight 
of Wool, the neceſſary conſequences of the improvement 
of land, and though the Wool is coarſer, yet if half its 
value at foreign markets could be obtained, its quantity 
would amply compenſate for the defect in its quality; the 
fine Wool loſes the advantage of a ſuperior quality, by 
the infignificance of its quantity, and is the peculiar pro- 
duce of a barren foil. Do you then recommend the im- 


* See Conſiderations upon the preſent State of the Wool Trade, 
Printed for Elmſly, in the Strand, &c, 
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poveriſhing the land, and annihilating thoſe immenſe 
ſums expended in its cultivation? or do you mean to ad- 
viſe the nation to refuſe riches becauſe they cannot paſs 
through your hands ? It is eaſy to demonſtrate that Wool, 
after paying ſuch a duty as would amply ſecure you from 
being underworked by the foreign manufacturer, would 
bring home more to its grower than any other ſpecies of 
produce his land is able to afford him; to be compelled 


' therefore to change the produce of his land from Wool 


to Corn, deprives him of ſo much as ariſes from the dif- 
ference of their value. Wool has always been conſidered 


the moſt valuable article which this nation produces, and 


to keep its importance ever in memory, our wiſe anceſtors 

ve it the diſtineuithing honour of being the ſeat of the 
Jokes in the Houſe'of Lords; it is almoſt incredible, 
that you ſhould be the firſt to ſtop this ſource of wealth, 
or turn its current into a leſſer channel. 

That ill deſerves the title of a national benefit, which 
1s not able to repay the loſs it-may occaſion to any part of 
ſociety. If your N of Wool is of ſuch publick 
utility as you pretend, the nation may well afford to com- 
rm by ſome bounty the loſs it occaſions to the 

rower ; a national advantage ſhould be purchaſed at the 
national expence ; it is unreaſonable that private purſes 
ſhould pay for publick benefits, and the occupier of land 
be ruined by enriching the reſt of ſociety, It the nation 
does not gain as much as the Grower loſes by your mo- 
nopoly, there muſt then be a balance againſt it, and 
common ſenſe muſt call for its deſtruction, as inju- 
rious to the publick welfare. It was the aſſertion of Lord 
Burleigh, ** that the fall of a ſhilling in the ſtone of Wool 
«© was the loſs of a million ſterling to England.” If 
there is any truth in his opinion, and he was univerſally 
allowed to be as well ſecured from error as human wiſdom 
could protect him, how many millions is your monopoly 


now indebted to the nation? 


If the foreign manufacturer could be ſupplied with 
Wool from no other part of the world, and could be pre- 
vented from obtaining our own from ſmugglers, it would 
then be wiſe to prohibit the exportation of our Wool, 
that we might add to it the value of labour, and force the 

l foreigner 
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foreigner to pay for them both in the purchaſe 
of manufactured goods; the manufacturer would not 
then adviſe decreaſing the number of ſheep; the demand 
for his goods muſt render it unneceſſary to diſcourage the 
rowth of wool, and your monopoly might then be of eſ- 
End benefit to the nation: but when foreigners can 
procure Wool from other countries, of a quality which 
enables them to rival your manufactures; when the expe- 
rience of a century has diſcovered, that we cannot prevent 
their obtaining our own, it is abſurd to expect your mo- 
nopoly to produce its intended effect, and the ſlow de- 
mand for Wool proves its inability to do it. Co reſtrain 
therefore the exportation of that ſuperfluous Wool, which 
you are not in need of, is injuring the Grower without 
nefiting the manufacture; it is reſolving, becauſe one 
avenue to wealth is ſtopped, to ſhut up the other alſo ; 
and to decreaſe the produce of Wool, becauſe the manu- 
facture cannot 4 it, is communicating the weak - 
neſs and diſtemper of the manufacture to the land, and 
converting what was meant for a ſupport into a burthen. 
Your manufacture, one ſhould imagine, was intended to 
E the ſale and increaſe the value of the produce of 
and; it ſurely never could be inſtituted to diminiſh the 
price, or diſcourage the growth of Wool; yet you ap- 
r to have ſo far forgot the original. intent of your inſti- 
ution, that inſtead of contributing to the welfare of the 
landed property, you ſeem to claim a right to be main- 
tained at its expence. ̃ 
When you talk of the loſs the nation would ſuſtain by 
the deſtruction of your manufacture, and the depopulation 
of the country; you muſt mean only to turn the attention 
from the point in diſpute; you cannot ſuppoſe that it is 
either the intereſt or inclination of the geatlemen of landed 
property to injure your manufacture. The queſtion is, 
whether the abſolute prohibition to export Wool, ſo in- 
Jurious to its grower, is not unneceſſary to the ſupport of 
your manufacture? it was thought ſo, and the exporta- 
tion permitted in the wiſe reign of Elizabeth; yet ſo far 
from deſtroying your manufacture, or baniſhing your 
workmen, the Flemmings rival manufacturers being 
ruined, their workmen came over to England, You 
with 
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"wiſh to make the nation believe, that your monopoly of 


Wool is abſolutely neceffary to the exiſtence of the ma- 


I nufacture; but unfortunately for you, your manufacture 


itſelf forniſhes ample proof to the contrary ; it flouriſhed 
or à long period under the protection of a duty upon the 
exportation of Wool. The duty ſecures you an ange 
over the foreign manufacturer. | 

Lou have been accuſed of being the ſmuglers yourſelves; 
I am unwilling to join in any accuſation, the truth of 
which I cannot pothtively prove, yet there is fomething 
fo wonderfully fuſpicious in your conduct, fo little like 
thar of faithful guardians of the intereſts of the manufac- 
ture, that to any one accuſtomed to the inveſtigation of 
truth by cireamſtances, it amounts nearly to conviction. 

If you have any men of candour amongſt you, who 
can diveſt themſelves of their prejudices, turn their eyes 
from their intereſt, and dare to look upon truth, it is to 
them I mean to addreſs myſelf; they cannot deny that 
your monopoly falls fhort of its intended effect on the fo- 
reign manufacturer, and that it has directly oppoſite to 
its intention, a deſtructive effect on the landed intereſt 
of this kingddm. Theſe are facts too evident for you to 
controvert; I will now call your attention to an enquiry, 
whether it anſwers its other intent of benefiting your 
manufacture, for if it fails in that alſo, it will be IRecult 
for you to diſcover a fingle recommendation to ſupport it 
againſt a load of objections. 

The home conſumption of your goods, when your 
countrymen can afford to purchaſe them, 1s computed to 
be tliree times as great as your exportation; is it not then 
inconſiſtent with policy to decreaſe the former by your 
monopoly, when an exportation with a duty, free trom 
that injurious conſequence, would as effectually con- 
tribute to extend the Jatter ? 

The manufacturer who can purchaſe his materials upon 
his own terms, need not give himſelf much trouble in the 
working it, ſince he does not depend upon the will of ano- 
ther, but can allow himſelf what profit he pleaſes ; the 
monopoly opens an eaſy road to wealth, and indolence 
puts a ſtop to improvement. 
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To what an incredible height, has invention been, 
firetched in ſupport of the Ga Mapufactute; its 
workmen, ſpurred on by the neceſſity of ſar aſſing other 
manufactures, have raiſed it to a pitch o bee 
highly prejudicial to youre. They ſaw with E 
your late attempt at improvement in painted ſtutfa;. Ah 
were alarmed at your firſt ſymptoms of invention, an 
endeavoured to ſtop, your progreſs by a duty. The ſhort, 
period of the exiſtence of their manufacture, compared to 
that of yours, makes it the child of yeſterday ; ought, you 
not then to bluſh at being indebted. to the inyention os its 
workmen, for a machine to ſpin your Wool Fo; 6 Sh 

'Your monopoly enables the manufacturer to flouriſh, 
whilſt the manu acture decays, it ſupports, im, indepen- 
dant of the merit of his goods, and he ads, indole un- 
neceſſary to enrich him. In the cotton manufacture 
riches have been the diſtinguiſhing reward of invention 
and improvement; it has no monopoly, to fill the purſe 
of indolence, to check the ſpirit of emulation, and to 
draw the attention of its workmen; from excelling rival 
manufactures, to plundering the defenceleſs property of 
their countrymen. — V | 

In the days of affluence and proſyerity, the ſupineneſs 
of the landed gentlemen, made it eaſy for*the watchful 
ſpirit of commerce, to encroach on their priviliges, and 
obtain advantages injurious to their property, Their wealth 
made them negligent of their intereſt, their ignorance of 
commercial matters, eaſy to be impoſed upon, and their 
generolity freed them from ſuſpicion. Encouraged by 
their inattention, you have dared publickly to acknow- 
ledge, that the price of Wool is ſettled amongſt your- 
ſelves, you have even reminded thoſe who refuſed to accept 
your terms, that is in your power to deprive them of any 
ſale for their commodity, and it is not difficult to produce 
inſtances, where you have carried your threats into exe- 
cution. 

; Strange it is, that theſe acts of inſolence and oppreſſion, 
did not rouſe the ſpirit of the landed gentlemen, and fill 
them with indignation ; but ſuch has been their infatua- 
tion, ſuch their ſervile ſubmiſſion to prejudice and cuſtom, 


that 
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that you might ſtill have continued to rob and inſult 
them with impunity, if the public expences had not re- 
duced them to a degree of poverey, incapable of bearing 
 yourextortions,  . _ „ a 

Four avarice now begins to interfere with the ſupport 
of the Nate, you not only ſtop the current of the landlord's; 


rent, but that of the publick 'revenue, and lay your rapa- 


cious hands on that property, which the pation \rſelf, 


ftands in need of, 5 2 N 
I you reflect on the arbitrary manner in which you 
have exerciſed it, you may I think eſteem yourſelyes for- 
tunate in ſo long and uninterrupted enjoyment of your 
power; neceffity now raiſes her invincible arm, to p! 
à period to your dominion; and free the landed intereſt 


from-your infalting tyranny and oppfen. 
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